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Kinh Triong bé va Triong A-ham kinh c6 mét s6 diém di
biét vé th& tw cac bai kinh, cach dat twa dé kinh, cac khai
niém va ndi dung trng bai kinh.

Vé ndi dung, Kinh Trwong bd twdng thuat vé cac dbi thoai
lién tdn gido va triét hoc gitra dlrc Phat voi cac dao si Sa-
mon va Ba-la-mén dwong théi, thong qua do, giup chang ta
hinh dung dwoc cac phong trao ton gido va triét hoc thoi
Phat; déng thi, cho thay triét hoc thwc tién cla dao Phat
vuot l1én trén cac ton gido hiru than va vo than thoi dic
Phat.

Vé phan loai, Kinh Truomg bé dwoc chia thanh 3 phdm
(vagga);

(i) Pham Gi&i uan (Silakkhandhavagga) gom 13 bai kinh
noi vé dao dwrc (sila) chuan myc va thanh cao.

(i) Pham Dai (Mahavagga) gom 10 bai kinh néi vé cudc
doi dire Phat va mét so giao phap can ban.

(iii) Phém Ba-lé (Pathikavagga) gébm 11 bai kinh gi&i
thiéu vé vi tru luan, cach tu cda ngoai dao, trach nhiém gia
dinh, xa héi va tam linh.

A. Pham Gi&i Uan (Silakkhandhavagga)

Division One: The Moralities




1. Kinh Pham véng (P. Brahmjala Sutta, H. #E4Hs,
“TAm lwéi cia Pham thién”) twong dwong Pham déng
kinh).! Nhan vi hai thdy trd du si ngoai dao c6 quan diém
trai ngwoc, ngwdi thiy 1a Suppiya dung nhiéu 1 chi trich
dirc Phat, trong khi dé t&r la Brahmadatta lai ding nhiéu I&i
tan than, dirc Phat da day cach rng x&r than nhién trwéc 1
thi phi, ddng thoi gidi thiéu ba cap gi¢i hanh: Gigi hanh nhd,
gi&¢i hanh vtra, gidi hanh I&n. Ngoai ra, dirc Phat phé binh
va day cach chuyén hoa 62 kién chap gdm 18 kién chap vé
qua kh& (Thwong trd luan, Vo thuwong luan, Thé gidi hivu
bién hay vé bién, Thuyét nguy bién va V6 nhan luan) va 44
kién chap vé twong lai (gdbm Horu twéng luan, Vo twéng
luan, Phi hiru twdng phi vé twdng luan, Doan diét luan, Hién
tai Niét-ban luan).

2. Kinh Salmon qua (P. S. Samarifiaphala Sutta, H. ¥>["
F4K) twong dwong kinh cuing tén trong bd Truong A-ham.?
Nhan dip Vua Ajatasattu nho' dirc Phat cu do vé t6i giét
cha dlrc Phéat giai thich tac hai ta thuyét cua sau ngoai Dao

w: (i) Thuyet Khong c6 nghiép bao cua Plrana Kassapa;
(||) Thuyet Luan héi tinh héa cta Makkhali Gosala; (iii)
Thuyét Poan diét cia Ajita Kesakambala; (iv) Thuyét Bay
than bat hoai cia Pakudha Kaccayana; (v) Thuyét Lda thé
v&i bdén cAm gidi cha Nigantha Nataputta; (vi) Thuyét Nguy
bién clia Safijaya Belatthaputta. Dong thdi, dirc Phat giai
thich vé& cac cong drc ctia bac chan tu: Buoc kinh né, tdng
trwdng dao dwrc, lam chu giac quan, chanh niém tinh giac,
thiéu duc tri tac, dét nam tréi budc tdm, chirng dac bén
thién, thanh twu tri tué, dat dwoc cac than théng va giai
thoat tri kién.

3. Kinh Ambattha (A-ma-tr(i) (P. Ambaftha Sutta, H. [

1. Brahmajala Sutta: The Supreme Net (What the
Teaching is Not). The monks observe the wanderer
Suppiya arguing with his pupil about the merits of the
Buddha, his doctrine (Dhamma) and the order (Sangha).
The Buddha tells them not to be affected by either praise or
blame of the teaching, and declares that the ‘worldling’ will
praise him for superficial reasons and not for the essence of
his teaching. He lists sixty-two different types of wrong view,
all of which are based on contact of the six sense-bases and
their objects. Contact conditions craving, which in turn leads
to clinging, to (re)becoming, to birth, to ageing and death
and all manner of suffering. But the Tathagata (the Buddha)
has gone beyond these things, and all sixty-two wrong
views are trapped in his net.

2. Samarfifiaphala Sutta: The Fruits of the Homeless
Life. King Ajatasattu of Magadha, who gained the throne by
parricide, comes to the Buddha with a question he has
already posed in vain to six rival ‘philosophers’: What are
the fruits, visible here and now (in this life) of the life of
renunciation? The Buddha tells him, and then goes on to
speak of the higher benefits, the various meditative states,
and finally true liberation (this section recurs in the next
eleven Suttas). The King, deeply impressed, declares
himself a lay-follower. The Buddha later tells his disciples
that but for his crime Ajatasattu would have become a
Stream-winner by the ‘opening of the Dhamma-eye’.

3. Ambaftha Sutta: About Ambattha (Pride Humbled).




)ia‘@iiﬁ“—‘) twong dwong kinh cung tén trong by Truong A-
ham.® Trwdc thai do cao ngao vé huyet théng cula
Ambattha, dirc Phat truy nguén géc me clia Ambattha la ni
ty cGa dong ho Sakya. Phi dinh giai cip, dic Phat khang
dinh rdng ngu®i nao co6 gidi hanh va tri tué day da sé tré
thanh téi thdng gitra loai ngwdi. Nhan do, dirc Phat giang vé
T diéu dé, bd thi, sbng dao dirc, qua phuwdc & cac cdi trovi.

4. Kinh Chang Dac (P. Sonadanda Sutta, H. @ %)
twong dwong kinh cung tén trong bo Trirong A- ham.* Nhan
dip cac Ba-la-mon cao ngao rang minh la nguoi co huyet
théng thuan khiét bay doi, théng hiéu ba bd Vé-da, gidi than
chu, twéng mao doan trang, day du dic hanh, sang subt tri
tug, dirc Phat cho réng tri tu¢ va dao duwc lam cho con
nguoi tré nén tdi thang, chir khong phai giai cap va huyét
thdng. Noi ndo co tri tué, noi dy cé dao dic. Theo dic
Phat, nguwdi xirng danh Ba-la-mdn phai la nguwoi thanh twu
tri tué, dao dirc.

5. Kinh Cdu-la-dan-dau (P. Katadanta Sutta, H. 574818
FE4X) twong dwong kinh cung tén trong bo Truong A-ham.”
Trai véi cac 18 t& dan cha Ba-la-moén: PAm mau, chat cay,
phat nd ty... drc Phat day t& dan cao quy bang céach cing
duong nguoi dao dic, xay dwng tw vién, quy ngudng Tam
bao, gilr nam dao dtrc, chirng dac bbn thién va giup nguoi
thdy va sbng v&i chan ly. D& chAm dwt cac té nan, lam cho
x& hoi an binh, dirc Phat cho rang hinh phat khdng phai la
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Pokkharasati, a famous Brahmin teacher, sends his pupil
Ambattha (supposedly fully trained in Brahmin lore) to find
out if the ‘ascetic Gotama’ is the great man he is alleged to
be (and if, therefore, he bears the ‘thirty-two marks of a
Great Man’), Ambattha, proud of his Brahmin birth, behaves
stupidly and arrogantly towards the Buddha, and thereupon
learns a thing or two about his own ancestry, besides being
made to realise that the Khattiyas (the warrior-noble caste)
are superior to the Brahmins. Humbled, he returns to
Pokkharasati, who is furious at his conduct, hastens to see
the Buddha, learns that he does indeed bear the thirty-two
marks, and becomes a convert.

4. Sonadanda Sutta: About Sonadanda (Qualities of a
True Brahmin). The Brahmin Sonadanda of Campa learns
of the ascetic Gotama’s arrival and goes to see him, against
the advice of other Brahmins who think it beneath his
dignity. The Buddha asks him about the qualities of a true
Brahmin. He mentions five, but at the Buddha’s instance
admits that these can be reduced to two: wisdom and
morality. He becomes a convert but does not experience the
‘opening of the Dhamma-eye’.

5. Kdatfadanta Sutta: About Kuatadanta (A Bloodless
Sacrifice). The Brahmin Kdtadanta wants to hold a great
sacrifice with the slaughter of many hundreds of beasts. He
appeals (improbably, as Rhys Davids points out!) to the
Buddha for advice on how to do this. The Buddha tells him
the story of an ancient king and his Brahmin chaplain, who
performed a purely symbolic, bloodless sacrifice. Kitadanta
sits in silence at the end of this narrative, having realised
that the Buddha did not say: ‘I have heard this’, and the




giai phap, ma chinh la viéc hd tro nhan dan dung théi, dung
cach.

6. Kinh Mahali (P. Mahali Sutta, H. FES%148) khong co
ban twong dwong trong bé Trirong A-ham. Thay vi cac Ba-
la-m6n bj vwéng ket vao thién sac, thién am va tranh luan
v ich vé than thé, vé quan diém “tam thic 12 mot hay
khac”; dirc Phat day con duwong két thiic khé dau bang cach
chuyén tu dao dirc qua ba cap (tiéu gidi, trung gioi, dai
gi&i), dat bdén cép thién dinh, phat trién tri tué@, hwéng dén
sw két thic cac khé dau.

7. Kinh Jaliya (P. Jaliya Sutta, H. BIF4%) khong c6 ban
twong dwong trong bd Triong A-ham, Nhan dip hai vi xuét
gia thao luan vé than va tdm 1a ddng nhat hay dj biét, dic
Phat hwéng dan cach phat trién tri tué trén nén tang bdn
chan ly Thanh dé vuwot qua moi khé dau.

8. Kinh Ca-diép Sw t&r héng (P. Kassapasihanada
Suita, H. M7 H.4%) twong dwong Lda hinh Pham chi
kinh.® Ngoai viéc chirng minh tac hai cta tu khd hanh ép
Xac cua dao Ba-la-mén, dirc Phat day hanh tu khé lam, bao
gdm phat trién tam tw bi, gilr ddy d0 cac diéu dao dirc nhd,
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Buddha confirms that it is a story from one of his past lives,
thus technically a ‘birth-story’ (Jataka). The Buddha then
tells of ‘sacrifices more profitable’, that is, the higher benefits
as in Sutta 2. Kitadanta liberates the hundreds of animals
he had destined for slaughter, saying: ‘Let them be fed with
green grass and given cool water to drink, and let cool
breezes play upon them’. He becomes a lay-follower, and
the ‘pure and spotless Dhamma-eye’ opens in him.

6. Mahali Sutta: About Mahali (Heavenly Sights, Soul
and Body). Otthaddha (surnamed Mabhali) the Licchavi
enquires of the Buddha about why some people cannot hear
‘heavenly sounds’ and so on, which the Buddha explains as
due to their practice of ‘one-sided samadhi’. In the latter
part, the Buddha tells how two ascetics, Mandissa and
Jaliya, had asked him whether the soul, or life principle, is
the same as the body, or different (this is one of the
‘unanswered questions’ mentioned in Sutta 9). The Buddha
says anyone who has attained to higher states of
understanding will no longer be bothered by such questions.

7. Jaliya Sutta: About Jaliya merely repeats the last part
of Sutta 6.

8. Mahasihanada Sutta: The Great Lion’s Roar is also
called ‘The Lion’s Roar to Kassapa’. The naked ascetic
Kassapa asks if it is true that the Buddha condemns all
forms of austerity. The Buddha denies this, saying one must
distinguish. Kassapa gives a list of standard practices (some
of them rather revolting), and the Buddha says one may do




vira va lon, lam chu cac giac quan, giai thoat cac tréi bugc
bang tri tué va chirng dat bdn thién nham vwot qua cac khd
dau.

9. Kinh Potthapada (Bé-tra-ba-lau) (P. Potfthapada
Sutta, H. filG##%4%) twong dwong bai kinh cung twa dé
trong bd Trrong A-ham.” Kinh nay day cach cham dirt cac
tap twédng bang phwong phap sbng dao dirc, tu tap thién
dinh, phat trién tri tué d& vwot qua ba hinh thai: Chap nga
qua hinh twéng, chap ngd qua cac dac diém than, chip nga
qua khir va twong lai. Khéng nén méat thoi gio cho cac cau
chuyén siéu hinh, hdy siéng tu bén chan ly Thanh dé giac
ngod va giai thoat.

10. Kinh Subha (Tu-ba) (P. Subha Sutta, H. ZE#£4X)
khéng co kinh tuo’ng dwong trong b6 Trurong A-ham, dwoc
Tén gia Ananda gidng sau khi dirc Phat nhap Niét-ban,
nh&n manh tdm quan trong cla viéc tu tap dao dic, thién
dinh va tri tué.

any of these things but, if one’s morality, heart and wisdom
are not developed, one is still far from being an ascetic or a
Brahmin (in the true sense). He himself has practised all
possible austerities to perfection, and morality and wisdom
as well. Kassapa requests ordination, and soon through
diligent practice he becomes an Arahant.

9. Pofthapada Sutta: About Potthapada (States of
Consciousness). The ascetic Potthapada tells the Buddha
that he and his fellows have been debating about ‘the higher
extinction of consciousness’, and seeks a ruling on the
matter. The Buddha says those who think mental states
arise and pass away by chance are quite wrong. He lists the
various jhana states, showing how perception can be
‘controlled’. Potthapada says he has never heard anything
like all this before. The discussion moves to various kinds of
possible self, all of which the Buddha refutes, and to the
‘unanswered questions’ and the reason for their not being
answered. Citta, son of an elephant-trainer, joins in the
discussion, and finally, while Potthapada becomes a lay-
follower, Citta becomes a bhikkhu and soon gains
Arahantship. In this Sutta we first find the parable of the
man who said he was in love with the most beautiful girl in
the country, without knowing who she was or what she
looked like.

10. Subha  Sutta: About Subha (Morality,
Concentration, Wisdom). Shortly after the Buddha’s death,
Ananda explains the Ariyan morality, concentration and
wisdom (as in Sutta 2) to the young Brahmin Subha, who
becomes a lay-follower.




11. Kinh Kevaddha (Kién cé) (P. Kevaddha Sutta, H. B
[l 4%) twong dwong bai kinh cung tén trong bd Trwong A-
ham.® Thay sw nguy hiém va mat trai ctia viéc biéu dién céc
than théng bién hoa, dirc Phat dé cao “gidao hda than théng"
tirc “gido duc la phép mau" chuyén héa khé dau bang céach
gido duc dao dirc va thién dinh d& chAm dit nam tréi budc
tam, trai nghiém tam tho th&i, hoan hy, khinh an, lac tho,
dinh tinh. Péng thoi, diec Phat khang dinh Thuwong dé
khéng c6 that, néu cé thi Thwong dé khong phai 1a dang
Toan tri, Toan nang va Toan bi.

12. Kinh Lohicca (Lé-gia) (P. Lohicca Sutta, H. #& i)
twong dwong bai kinh cuing twa dé trong bd Trwong A-ham.®
Khi dwoc hdi tai sao nhiéu Sa-mén va Ba-la-moén dat thién
phap nhung ich ky, khéng gido huan tha nhan, dirc Phat
phé phan 3 loai Pao su: (i) Khéong tw giac, khong giac tha;
(i) Khéng tw giac nhwng giac tha; (iii) Tw giac nhung khong
giac tha. Déng thi, dirc Phat dé cao hang Pao su "tw giac
va giac tha", gébm tu dao dirc thanh cao, thyc tap bdn thién,
thdo mé& cac troi budc tam, tinh tAn truyén ba Chanh phap
dé gitip moi ngudi dwoc loi ich va an vui.

13. Kinh Tam minh (P. Tevijja Sutta, H. =#%¥) twong
dwong bai kinh cing twa d& trong bd Trwong A-ham.™
Nhan hai vi Ba-la-mén tranh luan vé viéc cong tra & cbi troi
Pham thién, dirc Phat khang dinh rang cac Ba-la-mdn con
duc &i, han tam, san tam va nhiém tam khéng thé nao coéng
tra & cbi trdi Pham thién dwoc, béi noi day da vang mat
hoan toan cac ué trwoc nay. Ngwoc lai, mot vi Ty-kheo
doan trir sach ndm trién cai, an tra bién man v&i tam cé ti,
bi, hy, x& c6 thé cong trd & cdi tréi Pham thién. Theo do,
dic Phat khich 1& dai ching tu tap bdn tdm vé lwong goém
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11. Kevaddha Sutta: About Kevaddha (What Brahma
Didn’t Know). Kevaddha urges the Buddha to perform
miracles to strengthen people’s faith. The Buddha refuses,
saying the only kind of miracle he approves of is the ‘miracle
of instruction’. He tells the story of the monk who wanted to
know ‘where the four great elements cease without
remainder’. By psychic power he ascended into the
heavens, but none there could tell him — not even the Great
Brahma, who referred him back to the Buddha for an
answer.

12. Lohicca Sutta: About Lohicca (Good and Bad
Teachers). Lohicca has the pernicious view that if anyone
were to discover some new doctrine, he should keep it to
himself. The Buddha puts him right and explains the
difference between good and bad teachers.

13. Tevija Sutta: The Threefold Knowledge (The Way
to Brahma). Two young Brahmins are puzzled because
different teachers speak of different ways of attaining
fellowship (or union) with Brahma, which to them is the
highest goal. The Buddha gets them to admit that none of
their teachers, or even those from whom the tradition stems,
have ever seen Brahma face to face, then instructs them in
the Brahmaviharas, which do lead to that goal — which is
not, of course, the goal of Buddhism.




tir, bi, hy, xa; két thiic ndm troi budc tam, vrot qua nam duc
lac dé c6 dwoc an lac bay gid va tai day.

B. Pham Pai (Mahavagga)

14. Kinh Pai bén (P. Mahapadana Sutta, H. KA%¥)
twon? dwong bai kinh cung twa dé trong bd Truong A-
ham.™ Kinh nay ké& céc tich truyén vé sau vi Phat qua khtr
trwdc Phat Thich-ca gdbm: Cach sinh dirng, c6 32 twdng Dai
nhan, xuat gia vi ly twéng, khuyén khich tu tap dao drc va
thién dinh, thuyét phap phu hop can tinh, truyén ba bén sw
that vi long thwong twdng d&i, mang lai hanh phic cho moi
nguoi.

15. Kinh Pai duyén (P. Mahanidana Sutta, H. K#x4%)
twong dwong Pai duyén phuwong tién kinh.*? Trong kinh nay,
dirc Phat day rd sy hod twong cda chin nhan duyén can ban
gdm: Thire, danh séc, xuc, tho, &i, tha, hiru, sinh, 180, ti
theo hai chiéu thuan va nghich. Chinh chin mac xich sw
séng nay khién nguoi thiéu tri lam viéc bét thién, chiu khd
dau trong vong luan héi. Bai kinh con néu cac quan niém
ngd chap sai lam, bay tri x& cda thirc, va viéc tu tap giai
thoat qua tam cach khac nhau.

16. Kinh Pai Bat-niét-ban (P. Mahaparinibbana Sutta, H.
KES4K) twong dwong voi Du hanh kinh.®* Trwéc luc
nhap Niét-ban, dirc Phat 6n lai nhirng gido phap can ban:
Bay strc manh cua quéc gia va Tang doan, bay tai san
Thanh, bay yeu td giac ngod, bay phap quan tuwdng dut triv
khd dau, sau _yéu td hoa hop, vai trd ctia Gidi - Binh - Tué,
nam nguy hiém do pham gi¢i, T&¢ Thanh dé, canh gidi tai
sinh, tin sdu Tam bao, tu chanh niém, phat tdm cung

Division Two: The Great Division

14. Mahapadana Sutta: The Great Discourse on the
Lineage. This refers to the last seven Buddhas, going back
‘ninety-one aeons’ in time. The life of the Buddha Vipassi at
that remote period is told in terms similar to early versions of
the life of Gotama. All Buddhas go through the same
experiences in their last earthly life. The Buddha's
realisation is equated with the understanding of dependent
origination (see next Sutta).

15. Mahéanidana Sutta: The Great Discourse on
Origination. Ananda is rebuked for saying the law of
dependent origination is ‘as clear as clear’ to him. The
Buddha explains it in reverse order first, but going back only
to mind-and-body and consciousness (that is, factors 4 and
3 of the usual list of 12), and also omitting the six sense-
bases (No 5). The exposition ends with a reference to the
seven stages of consciousness and the two realms.

16. Mahaparinibbana Sutta: The Great Passing (The
Buddha’s Last Days). The longest Sutta of all, telling (not
without some legendary embroidery) the story of the
Buddha’s last days. King Ajatasattu, wishing to attack the
Vajjians, sends to the Buddha to know what the outcome
will be. The Buddha replies indirectly, pointing out the
advantages of the Vajjian republican system, and later
urges the monks to observe comparable rules for the




dwdng, khéng c6 mat phap va thanh twu tdm giai thoat.

17. Kinh Pai Thién Kién Vwong (P. Mahasudassana
Sutta, H. K# R F£%)." Pwc Phat gidi thich ly do chon
Kusinara 1am noi xa bd than t& dai nhw truyén théng nhap
Niét-ban ciia chu Phat qua khtr. Dang thoi, dirc Phat ké vé
kiép quéa khir cla Ngai 1am Vua Dai Thién Kién thich bé thi,
khéng boc 16t chw hdu, xay dwng Chanh phap khdp dat
nwdc, dit duc vong, san han, nao hai; tu t, bi, hy, xa,
ching d&c bdn thién, an nhién trong sinh td.

18. Kinh Xa-ni-sa (P. Janavasabha Sutta, H. [&Je?b%X)
twong dwong bai kinh cung twa dé trong Truwong A-ham
kinh." Vua Bimbisara (Tan-ba-sa-la) tai sinh vao c6i troi
Catummaharajika (T Thién Vwong), khen ngoi giao phap

Sangha. With Ananda, he visits a series of places and gives
discourses to monks and laity. At Pataligama he prophesies
the place’s future greatness (it became Asoka’'s capital
Pataliputra). At Vesali the courtesan Ambapali invites him to
a meal, and gives her mango-grove to the order. He tells
Ananda that he will pass away within three months. At Pava
Cunda the smith serves a meal including ‘pig’s delight’
(sukara-maddava) (pork, truffles?-opinions vary) which only
the Buddha eats. Later he is taken very ill, but is careful to
exonerate Cunda. At Kusinara the Buddha rests between
twin sal-trees. Ananda begs him not to pass away in such
an insignificant place, but he says it was once a famous
capital (see Sutta 17). After giving last instructions to the
Sangha (and refusing to appoint a successor), he utters the
final admonition ‘strive on untiringly’ - appamadena
sampadetha — and passes away. The Sutta concludes with
an account of the funeral and distribution of the ashes in
eight portions.

17. Mahasudassana Sutta: The Great Splendour (A
King’s Renunciation). Much the same story recurs in
Jataka 95. King Mahasudassana lived in fairy-tale splendour
and possessed the seven treasures, but finally retired to his
Dhamma palace (built by the gods) to lead a life of
meditation.

18. Janavasabha Sutta: About Janavasabha (Brahma
Addresses the Gods). A yakkha (of the good variety)
appears to the Buddha declaring that he is now called
Janavasabha, but on earth was King Bimbisara of Magadha,
the Buddha’s great supporter, killed by his son Ajatasattu.




Phat c6 kha nang giup ngwoi tu tai sinh thién gidi, hwédng
cac phwdc bau to Ion. Tai cdi tréi, tiép tuc phét trién thién
duc, tinh tan, thién dinh, tu tam; tu bén chanh niém, tam
chanh dao va truyén ba Phat phap, m& clra bét t&r cho con
nguoi.

19. Kinh Pai Dién Ton (P. Mahagovinda Sutta, H. K2
4%) twong dwong Dién Ton kinh.*® Kinh néi vé& kiép truwsc
cta dirc Phat 1am Québc sw Govinda. Sau khi gitp dat nuwéc
va nhan dan dwoc giau cé, Govinda di tu, bd lai tat ca lac
tha. Khi gidc ngd, Ngai truyén ba Bat chanh dao, gilp moi
nguoi gidc ngd va ching Niét-ban. Qua do, dirc Phat giai
thich ly twéng d6 sinh vi thwong doi truyén béa giao phap voi
nam dac diém: Day dao dic, chi dwdng Niét-ban, séng
chung hoa hop, 1&i néi di déi viéc lam, khéng cao ngao.

20. Kinh Dai héi (P. Mahasamaya Sutta, H. K& £%) wong
dwong bai kinh cuing twa dé trong bd Truong A-ham.'” Chw
thién & nhiéu cdi gi¢i dén thdm viéng, tan dwong Phat,
nghe chan Iy va thwc tap chuyén héa theo hwéng dan cla
Phat.

21. Kinh Dé-thich sé&van (P. Sakkapanha Sutta, H. 77
FF48) twong dwong Thich-dé-hoan-nhan vén kinh.*® Biec
Phat phan tich mac xich khé dau tir han tha, ganh ghét, bén
xén, wa ghét; hai mat cua hy, wu va xa; sy di biét tbn giao la
do khac nhau vé& ban chéat, nguyén nhan ra d&i, muc dich
phung sw. Péng thoi, dec Phat day vé loi ich cda tam
khéng con han thu va gié tri cua nghe va thyc tap Chéanh
phap.
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He tells of the assembly of the Thirty-Three Gods at which
Brahma declared how, since the Buddha’s mission on earth,
the ranks of the gods (devas) are increasing and those of
their opponents the asuras, declining.

19. Mahagovinda Sutta: The Great Steward (A Past Life
of Gotama). The gandhabba Paficasikha appears to the
Buddha and reports, similarly to Sutta 18, on a meeting of
the gods. Then follows the story of the Great Steward who
conducted the affairs of seven kings and then retired into
the homeless life, bringing many people to the Brahma-
world which is the highest people can reach in an age when
there is no Buddha. At the end the Buddha tells Pancasikha
that he was that steward, but that the path he now teaches,
as the Buddha, goes beyond what he was able to teach
then.

20. Mahdsamaya Sutta: The Mighty Gathering (Devas
Come to See the Buddha). A Sutta practically all in verse
giving much mythological lore.

21. Sakkaparnha Sutta: Sakka’s Questions (A God
Consults the Buddha). Sakka, king of the Thirty-Three
Gods, approaches the Buddha through the aid of
Pafncasikha, who sings a love-song (!) to him to attract his
attention. Sakka puts various questions on the holy life to
the Buddha. We also hear the story of the nun Gopika who
became a man, and as such rebuked three of the Buddha’s
monks who had been reborn in the lowest of the heavens,
bidding them strive harder and rise higher, which two of




22. Kinh Dai niém x (P. Mahasatipafthana Sutta, H. X
LPEL) twong dwong Niém x& kinh®® trong bd Trung A-
ham. Phat day phwong thirc quan sat va lam cha dé dat
chanh niém, tinh thirc: (i) Lam chu hoi thé va sw van dong
cta than; than thé duoc cau tao béi dat, nwac, Itra, gié nén
vé thwdng va nho ué; quan 9 giai doan ti thi d& khéng chap
than; (i) Cam giac hanh phac, khd dau va trung tinh d6i voi
than, tam; (iii) Tam cap dac tinh cda tam gom tham — khéng
tham, san - khong san, si - khéng si, tap trung - tan loan,
quang dai - nhoé nhoi, hiru han - vd han, dinh - khéng dinh,
gidi thoat - tréi budc; (iv) Phap: cat dét nam tréi budc tam,
khéng chdp nam uan, sau giac quan va sau déi twong giac
quan. Béng thi tu bay yéu td giac ngd, bdn chan ly dé két
thac khé dau.

23. Kinh Té-tuc (P. Payasi Sutta, H. #7E4%) twong
dwong bai kinh cling twa dé trong bd Trwong A-ham.? Kinh
khac hoa cudc dbi thoai triét hoc vé tai sinh gitba mot cao
Tang va mét vi vua hoai nghi. Mét sé du ngdn dwoc st
dung trong kinh nay nhdm chirng minh sy that rdng "chét
khéng phai la hét” théng qua dé, gido duc moi ngudi tin sau
nhan qua, chiu trach nhiém vé nhirng gi minh lam, séng doi

them succeeded in doing. Sakka himself is put on the right
path and rewards Pafcasikha (who is not so advanced!)
with the hand of the gandhabba maiden he desired.

22. Mahasatipatthana Sutta: The Greater Discourse on
the Foundations of Mindfulness. Very different in
character from the Suttas immediately preceding, this is
held by many to be the most important Sutta in the Canon. It
recurs verbatim less verses 18 — 21, as No 10 in the
Majjhima Nikaya. The ‘one way' for the purification of
beings, for the overcoming of sorrow and distress, for the
gaining of Nibbana is the four foundations of mindfulness:
mindfulness of body, feelings, mind and mind-objects.
Detailed instructions for mindful awareness of breathing,
and so on, are given. Thus, under mind-objects, we read, for
example: ‘If sensual desire is present in himself, a monk
knows that it is present. If sensual desire is absent in
himself, a monk knows that it is absent. And he knows how
unarisen sensual desire comes to arise, and he knows how
the abandonment of arisen sensual desire comes about,
and he knows how the non-arising of the abandoned
sensual desire in the future will come about.” (‘Monk’ here,
according to the Commentary, means anyone who does the
practice). The Sutta ends with an account of the Four Noble
Truths.

23. Payasi Sutta: About Payasi (Debate with a Sceptic).
Prince Payasi does not believe in future lives, or in the
rewards and penalties of good and bad deeds. The Ven.
Kumara-Kassapa convinces him of his error by means of a
series of clever parables. Finally Payasi, converted,
establishes a charity for ascetics and the needy, but does so
grudgingly. As a result he is reborn in the lowest of the
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dao dirc thanh cao d& hwéng an vui va hanh phdc & hién tai
va twong lai.

C. Pham Ba-lé (Pathikavagga)

24. Kinh Ba-lé (P. Pathika Sutta, H. J%Zl4%) twong
dwong A-ndu-di kinh.?! Nhan sy kién mot Tang si bo tu vi
that vong dirc Phat khong thi thd than théng, khong giai
thich vé ngudn gbc thé gidi, diec Phat phan tich viéc cho
rang thé gi¢i nay dwoc hinh thanh béi Thwong dé (chd
nghia duy than), b&i vat chat (chd nghia duy vat), do tam
tao ra (cht nghia duy tdm) va do sw ngau nhién (ngau nhién
luan). Blirc Phat khang dinh vai trd cta gido hda chinh la
than théng; thay vi biéu dién than thdng, kéu goi moi ngudi
truyén ba Chanh phéap, gitp cudc doi két thic khd dau.

25. Kinh Uu-dam-ba-la Sw tr héng (P. Udumbarik
Sihanada Sutta, H. &2 %@ i1 H.4€) twong dwong Tan-
da-na kinh.?* Kinh mo ta cudc dbi thoai ton gido. Blrc Phat
khéng quan tdm dén viéc cai dao nguoi khac theo minh ma
tap trung vao viéc dan dat moi ngudi két thic khd dau, bat
ludn ho la ai, theo dao nao, lam gi trong xa& héi. Chanh tri
kién, dao dirc va tu thién 1a phwong phap thuc tap dwa dén
dut khd, dwoc vui.

26. Kinh Chuyén Luan Thanh Vwong Sw tir héng (P.
Cakkavatti Sihanada Sutta, H. fEiiggE Fi17H4) twong
dwong Chuyén Luan Thanh Vuong tu hanh kinh.? Lay kiép
qua khir cGia ban than lam vi du, drc Phat néi vé nguyén
nhan sup d6 cda dong vua chla trong qua kh va sy suy
thoai xa hdi sau dé6. Kinh dw doan Phat Di-lac sé ra doi
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heavens.

Division Three: The ‘Patika’ Division

24. Patika Sutta: About Patikaputta (The Charlatan).
The Buddha has an exceedingly stupid disciple
Sunakkhatta, who eventually leaves him. Sunakkhatta is
greatly impressed by some dubious ‘holy men’ whom he
takes to be Arahants. The boastful naked ascetic
Patikaputta challenges the Buddha to a contest of miracles.
The Buddha waits for him to appear, but — as the Buddha
prophesied — he cannot even rise from his seat to meet the
Buddha. The Sutta is not unamusing, but definitely
substandard material. A final section on the ‘Origin of
Things’ seems to have been tacked on.

25. Udumbarika-Sihanada Sutta: The Lion’s Roar to the
Udumbarikans. The wanderer Nigrodha, staying at the
Udumbarika lodging, boasts that he can ‘floor the ascetic
Gotama’ with a single question. He is of course defeated,
and the Buddha shows a way beyond that of self-
mortification - ‘to reach the pith’.

26. Cakkavatti-Sihanada Sutta: The Lion’s Roar on the
Turning of the Wheel. At the beginning and end of the
discourse, the Buddha exhorts his monks to ‘keep to their
own preserves’ by the practice of mindfulness. Then he tells
of a ‘wheel-turning monarch’ (a righteous ruler) who had the
sacred Wheel-Treasure, which had to be carefully guarded.
He was followed by a line of righteous kings, but. eventually




trong nhirng kiép twong lai nham phuc hwng dao dic va
mang lai hanh phuc cho con ngudi. Nhan do, kinh nay day
ky nang tw nwong twa véi tinh thAn chanh niém, tinh thiec,
ky luat trong tu hoc, khébng nwong twa bén ngoai. Thyc tap
T niém x& la sy nwong twa cao quy vao Chanh phap.

27. Kinh Khéi thé nhan bén (P. Aggarifia Sutta, H. i
ZIK?@) twong dwong Tiéu duyén kinh trong bd Truong A-
ham.* Theo dirc Phat, ngudn gbc sw séng khong bat dau
tl nguyén nhan khai thay la Thwong dé, vat chat hay tam.
Con nguoi dau tién trén dia cau chung ta dang song dén twr
dia cau khac. Khac voi quan diém An gido vé x& hoi giai
cép, dirc Phat cho rang con nguwdi chon Iwa nghé nghiép,
thé hién quan diém va cach sbng ctia minh, tw tao ra hanh
phic hay khd dau, giau hay nghéo, cao hay thap, quy hay
tién, khéng cé dinh ménh an bai. Long tham v6 day cda con
nguwdi da gop phan hay hoai thién nhién.

28. Kinh Tw hoan hy (P. Sampasadaniya Sutta, H. H#X
iziﬁi?é) tuo’ng dwong bai kinh cing twa dé trong bd Truong A-
ham,? Trwéc khi vién tich tai Nalanda, Ngai Sariputta da
tan dwong gia tri Phat phap, kéu goi moi nguoi thyc tap
Bon niém x&, Bén chanh can, Bén nhuw y tic, Nam can,
Nam nang lwc, Bay giac ngd, Tam chanh dao... nham két
thac khé dau, trdi nghiém an lac ngay trong doi sbng hién
tai.

29. Kinh Thanh tinh (P. Pasadika Sutta, H. JHiH4%)
twong dwong bai kinh cung twa dé trong bé Truong A-
ham.“® Nhan sy kién ta thé cua Nigantha Nataputta, l[anh tu
dao Ky-na, drc Phat nhdc nhé cac dé tlr can sbéng cé ly
twdng, dé cao tinh huynh dé va tinh than hoa hop, khéng

they degenerated, and society went from bad to worse,
while the human life-span sank to ten years and all sense of
morality was lost. After a brief but dreadful ‘sword-interval’
things improved, and finally another Buddha, Metteyya
(Sanskrit Maitreya) will appear.

27. Agganria Sutta: On Knowledge of Beginnings. A
somewhat similar fable, this time addressed to the
Brahmins, whose pretensions the Buddha refutes. There is
no difference between Brahmins and others if they behave
badly. A somewhat fanciful account of the origin of castes is
given.

28. Sampasadaniya Sutta: Serene Faith. Sariputta
explains his reasons for his complete faith in the Buddha.

29. Pasadika Sutta: The Delightful Discourse. A
discussion of good and bad teachers, and why the Buddha
has not revealed certain points.

12




tranh chap, va dé chirng Thanh qua, can thwc tap 37 yéu td
giac ngd, dac biét tu bdn thién va bén chan ly Thanh. Céc
dé tlr nhiét tam truyén ba chan ly dé Phat phap soi sang thé
gian, giap cudc d&i dwoc an vuli.

30. Kinh Twéng (P. Lakkhana Sutta, H. #1%%).%” Chép
nhan van héa nhan twéng tai An Do cb dai, dirc Phat khang
dinh rang 32 twéng Pai nhan la két qua cla sw gieo tréng
nhan tét trong cac kiép qua khtr. Nguwoi co6 32 twéng Dai
nhan, néu lam chinh tri s& tré thanh Chuyén Luan Thanh
Vwong, néu xuét gia sé tr& thanh bac Gidc Ngd Téi
Thuong.

31. Kinh Giao tho Thi-ca-la-viét (P. Sirigalovada Sutta,
H. P il 45) twong duong Thién Sanh kinh.* Gioi
thiéu 6 moi quan hé xa hoi. Vé gia dinh co: (i) Cha me - con
cai; (i) Vo - chéng; (iii) Ba con - than quyén. Vé giao duc va
nghé& nghiép co: (iv) Thay c0 giao - hoc tro; (v) Chu lao dong
- nguwoi lao dong. Vé tén gido co: (vi) Nha tén gido - tin db.
Mbi bén dwoc khuyén nén gilr gin 5 trach nhiém cao quy,
g6p phan xay dwng hanh phuc gia dinh, x& héi va tam linh.

32. Kinh A-sa-nang-chi (P. Atanatiya Sutta, H. [
4).® Burc Phat day bén Thién Vuwong, da-xoa, can-that-ba,
cwu-ban-tra vé gioi phap, gom khéng giét hai, khéng trém
cap, khdng nai l4o, khéng ubng rwou; kinh trong Phat phap;
truyén ba chan ly; gitip moi nguw®i an vui.

33. Kinh Phung tung (P. Sangfti Sutta, H. Fi4%) twong
dwong Chung tdp kinh.*° Nhan dip ching minh I& khanh
thanh giang dwdng maoi tai nwédc Mat-la, dic Phat khich 1€
Ngai Sariputta trung tuyén 229 phap sb quan trong, bat dau

30. Lakkhana Sutta: The Marks of a Great Man. Verses
on the curious ‘thirty-two marks of a Great Man’ beloved of
the Brahmins. These are in a variety of metres in the
original.

31. Sigalaka Sutta: To Sigalaka (Advice to Lay People).
Advice to the young layman Sigalaka on morality, related to
the four quarters, zenith and nadir which, in memory of his
father, he had been worshipping.

32. Atanatiya Sutta: The Atanata Protective verses.

33. Sangiti Sutta: The Chanting Together (Lists of terms
for recitation).
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tl 1 phap dén 10 phap, tém tat chan Iy Phat day, nhac nhe
moi nguwdi thye tap, két thac kho dau.

34. Kinh Thép thwong (P. Dasuttara Sutta, H. + _[£%)
twong dwong bai kinh cung twa dé trong bd Truong A-
ham.** Birc Phat khich & Ngai Sariputta glang 100 phap sb
quan trong, bat dau bang s 1 va két thuc & sé 10. Mbi con
sb c6 10 phap sbé khac nhau, tom tat cac hoc thuyét va hanh
tri quan trong cua dirc Phat.

34. Dasuttara Sutta: Expanding Decades. Similar

material to Sutta 33, arranged under ten heads.

Ban Kinh Trwong bd duwoc in trong bd Tam tang Thanh
dién Phéat gido Viét Nam lan nay dwoc danh sé theo quy
cach cla Ho6i Thanh dién Pali nham hé tro cho viéc tra ctru
ban ngudn Pali va cac ban dich khac dé dang. Bong thoi,
ngoai viéc bd tic mét sd cwdce cha do cac dich gia trong Hoi
Thanh dién Pali cha thich, vén da dwoc Hoa thwong Thich
Minh Chau st dung, Ban Bién tap con doi chiéu ban A-ham
thuéc Han tang, cung cap thém nguon dan cho cac nha
nghién ctru Phat hoc va nhuan sac mot vai cho can thiét.
Chung t6i hét stec cb gang cho sy hoan thién an ban Kinh
Trwong bo 1an nay, hdu mong dem lai loi lac, hiéu qua tot
nhat cho nguoi hoc Phat.

TP. H6 Chi Minh, ngay 12-9-2019
Thwong toa THICH NHAT TU

(Bbng Tbng Bién tap Tam tang Thanh dién Phat gido Viét
Nam)

This book is in three parts: Division One, containing
Suttas 1-13; Division Two, containing Suttas 14-23; Division
Three, containing Suttas 24-34.

The Suttas are divided into verses and, in some cases,
into sections as well. The verse and section numbers are
based on Rhys Davids's system. Thus, Sutta 16, verse 2.25
denotes Sutta 16, chapter or section 2, verse 25. For the
sake of brevity this appears in the notes as ON 16.2.25 and
in the index as 16.2.25.

The numbers at the top of the page, for example i 123,
refer to the volume and page number of the Pali Text
Society's edition in Pali. Thus, i 123 refers to volume one,
page 123 of the Digha Nikdya. The numbers in square
brackets [ ] in the actual text also refer to these page
numbers.

In this edition any passage can easily be looked up by
either method.
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